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Is “Parts of Speech” an “Initial Concept” ?
—The Criticism of Etymological View on Language and the Establishment of the View
of Chaotic Language

Xiao Yaman
( College of Literature and Journalism Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: The idea that “parts of speech is the initial concept” is the latest and most important view on
Chinese words. This concept believes that words were generated along with the emergence of language and
the expressive function of these initial words is their parts of speech. Behind this concept is the etymological
view of language which has come to be the basis of the linguistic research and the only view on language so
far. Although a fundamentally wrong presupposition it is never discussed let alone being proved correct.
This view lacks of foundation and conflicts with the related theories and the facts of language. According to the
chaos linguistics ( theory of chaotic language) the author puts forward that words originated from the
differentiation of language while the nature of parts of speech has been the result of human’s grammatical
consciousness and practice after language system becomes mature.

Key words: the nature of parts of speech the initial concept etymological view of language view of
chaotic language
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