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On Metaphor Cross—domain Mapping and Visual Rhetoric Analysis
LIU Tao

Abstract The founding principle of metaphor is cross-domain mapping. As two basic forms of human mind
metaphor and metonymy correspond respectively to the symbolic structure of paradigmatic relation and syntagmatic rela-
tion. Based on the psychanalysis of Jacques Lacan Christian Metz claims that the unconscious mechanism of metaphor
and metonymy in film should be condensation and displacement. Condensation can open a huge imaginative space on the
metaphor axis in order to chase “the glimmer of light of truth” and displacement could produce metaphoric meaning on
the paradigmatic axis of image based on the metonymic structure composed of visual elements. According to the differ-
ence of the being of tenor and vehicle we could summarize the working mechanism of visual metaphor as compositional
visual metaphor and conceptual visual metaphor.

Key words visual rhetoric visual metaphor cross-domain mapping psychanalysis compositional visual metaphor
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