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Network Media, Input Method and Cultural Representation
———An Analysis of Network Language from the View of Literal Semiotics
WANG Xiao-ying
(College of Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: The quantitative analysis of network language reveals that the network language is
mainly composed of emoticons and homonym-abbreviation signs. Emoticons imitate the appearances
and gestures of people; homonym-abbreviation signs imitate sound language. The former is aimed at
making up the loss of body language in the nonface-to-face communication. And the latter tries to im-
itate the oral communication. Both of them try to make network context a sub-oral context. The a-
bundant emergency of the phonogram in network language is directly related to the general use of the
Chinese pinyin input method. Therefore, it forms the circle phenomenon in the network. While the
characteristics of crossing time-space network media make the network language possess the feature of
globalization. Thus, the network culture has the feature of globalization as well as the circle phenom-
enon.
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