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Three Turns and Meaning Generation of Western
Text Theory in the 20th Century

Fu Changling
( School of Literature Shandong University Jinan Shandong 250100)

Abstract: As one of the most important achievements of Western literary theory in the 20th century
text theory has witnessed three turns. First Russian formalism and British and American new criticism
successively opened the turn of text theory from the study of authors to the study of works. Their literary
significance is objective and stable. Then the emergence of French structuralism and post structuralism
has led to the shift of text theory from works to texts and the literary significance has changed from
closeness to openness. With the popularity of electronic network a new type of text practice ——
hypertext has been formed which makes the literary significance dialogic and communicative. This may
provide some experience and lessons as well as scientific construction guidance for the theoretical
discourse and system construction of Chinese modern and contemporary literary texts especially for
how to realize a breakthrough and reconstruction of literary texts in the jostling of the current electronic
media.

Key words: text theory; literary significance; post structuralism; hypertext
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