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Abstract: “Semiotics is the study of meaning ”, according to Zhao Yiheng, who

coined the term “co-text” for studies of the exact meaning of a semiotic

text. In his paper “A Study of ¢ Wen, or Pattern, is a Great Power
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Indeed’ from the Perspective of Co-text ”, Li Weihua, sought out the
meaning of the crucial first sentence of The Literary Mind and the
Carving of Dragons on the basis of Zhao’s theory, but found a great
number of different interpretations. The present author argues that this
sentence, along with the same book’s famous chapter “Feng Gu” (“The
Wind and the Bone ”), themselves constitute “flawed texts ”: texts with
unclear or contradictory meanings. There are many “flawed texts ” in
ancient and modern works from both China and the West. This paper
uses two chapters—“Lun Shuo” (“The Treatise and Discussion ”) and
“Zhi Xia 7 (“Literary Flaws ”)—from The Literary Mind and the
Carving of Dragons to explain the existence of “flawed text”. These two
chapters can be deemed co-texts in expounding the concept of “flawed
text”.
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