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A Contemporary Interpretation of the Elegance and
Vulgarity of Acrobatics from the Perspective of the
Semiotic Double Axis

Dong Yingchun Zhang Yanqiu
Abstract: It remains unclear whether contemporary acrobatics is elegant or

vulgar. The double-axis relationship is inherent in any semiotic text,

and acrobatics, as a semiotic aesthetics of body expression, has
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always been indebted to the selection and combination of the
aggregation axis and combination axis for its elegance and vulgarity in
different periods. Contemporary acrobatics has continuously explored
the richness of the aggregation axis, from the combination of bodily
expression, clothing, makeup, and props to the meaning
interpretation of narrative. Without diverse selection on the
aggregation axis, there can be no pluralistic texts and therefore no
phenomenon of text proliferation of the double axis in contemporary
acrobatics. The strength of interpretation determines the sender of
signs and the structural direction of semiotic text; meanwhile, the
importance of meaning interpretation during the semiotic process
determines the possibility of the “aggregate participation” of the
masses. As one of the manifestations of Chinese cultural
modernisation, the acrobatic art industry is blessed with new
development possibilities arising from the main themes of the times.

Keywords: double axis of semiotics, contemporary acrobatics, elegance and
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