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“Le Neutre”: The Semiotic Paradigm of Chinese Characters

Meng Hua

Abstract: Redefining Roland Barthes’ term “Le Neutre ” as “the neutrality and
dissolution of dualistic opposition”, this paper argues that Chinese
characters are quasi-characters, quasi-signs, and neuter. The unique
paradigm of Chinese characters is revealed by comparing the neuter
phenomena of “centrifugalization” and * centripetalization” between
pictures and characters and highlighting the significance of such a
paradigm to contemporary semiotic studies.
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