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From Formal Criticism to Cultural Criticism:
The Evolution of Research on Irony in the 20th Century

WANG Yan

Abstract: The research on irony in the 20th century has experienced three stages namely the new criticism
the structural — deconstructive and the postmodern. The new criticism emphasizes the dialectical balance of
opposing forces; the structural — deconstructive considers irony as an infinite delay of instability and that irony may
even lead to the dissolution of meaning; the postmodern however applies the concept of irony in its larger cultural
contexts to seek the coexistence of criticism and unity. The conceptual change of irony shows the development of
the western literary theory in the 20th century from the textual to larger cultural contexts.

Key words: irony; paradox; balance; unity

® K : h) : 2010 132
@ . K . p) : 2005 6 -

® . : ( )« h)

1992 128 .

140



