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SYMBOLIC COMMUNITY: A SYMBOLIC DIMENSION OF FORG-
ING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY FOR THE CHINESE NATION
Liu Linsong

Abstract: Human beings have been innate symbolic animals. To forge a strong sense of commu-
nity for the Chinese nation not only needs to start from the physical path of economic development
and institutional construction, but also to pay attention to the more abstract symbolic path. Symbol
is the carrier of meaning and the bond of emotion, and it contains irreplaceable value in promoting
"Multiple Ethnicities" towards "Community". On the symbolic dimension, the Chinese nation,
through the construction of a symbolic community, upon all ethnic groups’ collective imagination
and emotional resonance, can generate and consolidate a strong sense of "Being Together" and "In-
separability" among each other. According to the cultural and political orientation of the formation
of the Chinese nation community, its symbol system can be divided into "Cultural Symbols" and
"Political Symbols". The core mechanism why symbols can achieve the goal of forging a strong
sense of community for the Chinese nation is that the common symbols can strengthen the sense of
belonging and honor of "We" by awakening the collective historical memory, thus forging and consol-
idating a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Keywords: A sense of community for the Chinese nation; symbolic community; symbol type;

symbolic significance; symbolic mechanism
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