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Inventing Wares and Utensils by Observing the Images:
Representation of Bronze Images as Cultural Symbols in

Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties
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Abstract:Chinese civilisation began in Pre-Qin Period. Image culture, one of its

most important branches, appeared frequently on bronze wares, jade

and ornaments in this Period. This article selects images on the bronze
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wares of that time as the research object and examines mechanisms of
their production and transmission and the cultural connotation behind
symbolic signs. This article aims to build a holistic thinking framework
in which the cultural signs can be better understood by observing the
images on the bronze wares. Further analysis of the frame is also
conducted.

Keywords: Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the Bronze Age, image, cultural

symbol, representation
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