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SYMBOLIC INTERACTION AND IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE CHINESE NATIONAL
COMMUNITY: Take The Evolution of The Greimas Phalanx

With The Symbol of "Horse'" as An Example
Peng Jia, Chen Yanhua

Abstract: The interpretation of symbols within the cultural community will produce common in-
terpretation items after multiple evolving processes. This is a typical construction process of the sym-
bolic identity of the Chinese nation community. Taking the symbol of horse as an example, this arti-
cle uses the Greimas phalanx to analyze the transformation of the image of horse in the process of
communication and interaction between Han culture and foreign culture. From the symbolic "dragon
horse" to the ferocious horse beast as a symbol of wildness, it was finally transformed into a danc-
ing horse integrated into the "ritual" system, which was integrated as a part of court art. The pro-
cess of image transformation is also a process in which the cultures of the various ethnic groups of
the Chinese nation are intertwined and eventually move towards unity.

Keywords: Horse; Greimas phalanx; symbol; identity; Chinese national community
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