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Formal Aesthetics in Daode Jing: “Self-negation” and “All
Things Are Done through Themselves”

Ding Maoyuan

Abstract: Among the “three kinds of form” described in the Daode fing, the
main expressions of the “metaphysical form” involve two pairs of
concepts: Dao and De, and Wu and You. The final aim of form as
expressed in these concepts is “actionless activity” (Wuwet). This
aim shapes a series of understandings concerning the interaction of life
and form, including “return to the origin” ( Guigen), “back to
nature” (Fuming) and “voidness and quietness” (Xujng). These
concepts provide the understanding of cyclic cosmology and the means

of critical thinking through “self-negation” that allows the achievement
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of self-realisation through the ideal “One” (Yi). Concerning the
artistic form of reality, Laozi advocates the “cultivation of things”
(Chengwu) by which “all things are done through themselves”
(Wuzi hua). This discussion demonstrates the method of self-
negation in examining the relationships between art and life, and
between art ontology and creative thinking in the context of modern
materialisation.

Keywords: Dao, One, form, “self-negation”, “all things are done through
themselves”
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“HMmEEAL, PAROIET Z b, AL CH N (B, 2001, p.5): SEE
FRAREGE, BT ARG AL OB tEES, Halsbt
W, TR, AAFTREA S —K . BONEMER 2 H H 8 R RIS SRR 4
BARZEARRK, WigZ Mg B (RIETCEZAR) XFH BRI EYL,
JEHTCIEH Ao, ZRFZHARER MBS 2 H i v F B IR, sl s B AR
RS, RS AARIEAT BRI N NERIRAER CHRT (S
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ToE) o NEXESBRMER, FERANEHE N EREREACER,; 2
ARBGERAMERE S, ERMIGE IR ERA R A", R EAE 4t
SO RN ARHE” o GBSBLE, 2017, pp. 62 -67) “EHEIREMR" [
WRRMEE AR, TEAWH “HE” 5 CWEZGE”, JIEIEHEE R
N, HERLIEEEHEN A, TXFEET IO ARMIEMASRTE”,
He = B PA R [ A A B PR E ™, daE e [ e TR AR
7. (W HHE=, 2011, pp.435 -436) R, XM TE TR, XF “AR
E” XA IR IR A, SRR 2 e, xRt
A E, TR ORIFIUEA T . TR | A= ar AR sh .

CETET 5 WA ANk CAmE” el gk, A
EMITE AT ZaE; fEBD WAL B3k ey e OGO SE Y IR TR,
W A" WRAHKN. ZRZIEACNE N HMZ L GEs f2Itns, E
WoEREMARSE, IS T, =R, “EHL7, £
JEBUHORER T o838 i AR A A R 2, DT E 5 3 1) A= i 45 4 15 I 35 188
Pr LR IR BB MBS MG . #0552, Prif Ry BRIk, ANEZ R,
MR AN S.08E0 “ AARRB” (J€38, 2016, pp. 160 —170) . B
ARAAGNES, (UUZ AR REEANGE, 67 ZAE I A 5B A& 3
W B LR SIEAERE . Wi, S s S AU AR B LA A o 32
&, AFBERCY HE .

%, HRESCiEs R, ARBRT fAEZMATEE, ETJIEIE
RAAR ARG ME— R TR, DI 2 SO AR Byt R 5 5 e M1 A
o ASONE TSR 0T, WA R A, e S
KGRI ATRE, M SRR R I F o 5 T A A . BT = Fp
XM GERYT, w] IS A R 2O & a5 1 5 25 A0, DASOR AR 2
TRey A FERE, WALIESE, I

SRR, ERE G AR, IR SE, EHE w7
ABEDT, EEUEAEZ A, Bk ASOB” BARTEE, JESR CHiERAT K
CLET, L= — MILZT, BE (A5) TiHIeYEE E
s, mIEHIMERFE AL SO NME TR, fEH W LS, L
AP SERG— EZEIEAREEAMBREBIE, JFEAL =7
TE M7, AR EE AT, R CEET BE CTIET, LUK
BB

gt GHEfEZ) Wiw, BT 0HES: “AR” 5 T, URER
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FISSER (23)

Jr A gid TR AT, HESL AR 5 R a7 MRttt
s A S LR . Rz, GEREZ) BAWESHEET “A®
ETH AT, CAfmET W CREEZS)T MU, @l R ZM
SC, s R IEIAER , (AHERA AR, JPeErkz A%, HitH
T PRERESMIRE . FETMESE TXM CASE”, LT ((ET -
MAtle)) fez. wERmE, 2 7FRERXWEAMIE, HReE T C AR
P, RO S sk AT, AR, W =T, BT
“WrEAL”, WERLUCRFEANS BRTTY (AIEZIE) KRR, AdZit
witbzistt, XRTHERE “SHRM”, IFGIMETH “WHE" (FE
T - B E) ), RFEHEBEZREOT TN MIEAE.
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