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“Le Neutre”: The Semiotic Paradigm of Chinese Characters

Meng Hua

Abstract: Redefining Roland Barthes’ term “Le Neutre” as “the neutrality and
dissolution of dualistic opposition”, this paper argues that Chinese
characters are quasi-characters, quasi-signs, and neuter. The unique
paradigm of Chinese characters is revealed by comparing the neuter
phenomena of “centrifugalization” and “ centripetalization” between
pictures and characters and highlighting the significance of such a
paradigm to contemporary semiotic studies.

Keywords: the neuter, quasi-signs, quasi-characters, signs of polarity, image-
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HERATRALRE A RRATETHBE, HERSE -1 “RE
A" DWETARLUEEN BMMHERNXE . XAGEEREA
G BUBSCA

RIRR A, HXFER, ARERBRIEROXE, MER. 3@
RRMARMA, R, KUK, B HRE, KB, GHZRBELEIAF:
ENARNTRIEMRIT “BE B,

JE R CAN BRI E LR T LI AE & BB LM R & 217 307
PRI CA, —VIXRTFEK. W, EYWHXFEYA., TR TICRBER
BRARA, MBS, KIEEE. XUEE. BATE. EFICRERR
BBE,

Bl R SCARERAER M 5 R b R BB T 2 (6] B9 42 1 A 2 Bk
YIER IR TTE B — X $E,

BEXAXMESIEREE, ERRT -MXUEET K. AEZHH
BIOMECHHY, SRR HE RN RRR, & A AR MU
WLE O B 8RR R e D EEFIEE SO, BAETMAIRRBR EEHE LT, KNS
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Feghy, HRERAMERNARE— “BRERFS” B, MAMEREEH
KUEXFHERRAEN,; EERFANA, MRBENRENSEE “Pit
7, FEHEFS, BAFHLBERABMEN. URBREHIXRNBG,
HARSHWHER BIREERERBERERMEN: aEEEIUE, B
PR R, ZBLRUNESHBENFEMEXR. IEBUNFAIRE
B “PHREE RAFEBEHTRARAREHHLEL, FNFEFSE
Emit F R -IEREAD,
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