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Communicative Functions of ‘“Baixi”’ in Chinese Ancient

Courts
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Abstract: “Baix”came into being before Qin dynasty, matured in Qin and Han

dynasties and psospered in Sui and Tang dynasties. Bawxi is simply
acknowledged as a performance to entertain an audience. However, if
we regard the progress of Baixi performance as a sign, it also possesses
multiple communicative functions. As a music performance that
requires the least common music and cultural background, the
meanings conveyed by Baixi differed between the monarch and his
subjects, between the monarch and his people, and between various
cultural groups in the banquet of Chaohui, Puyan and diplomatic

settings.
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