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5 An Initial Exploration in Chinese Weiguan(Onlooking)
+ Wang Yihong ,

The author in this paper focuses on building two research frameworks : one is the conceptual framework
of Chinese weiguan(onlooking) as interpersonal communication ; the other is the explanatory framework
"developed by studying on the impact of weiguan. The author, from six respects of public spheres,
action dynamic, intention, communication behavior, social constitute of weiguan and weiguan as a
relational communication activity , undertakes her initial exploration for the meanings of weiguan and
prerequisites for the making of weiguan power and patterns of weiguan social existence.

29 The Academic and Spiritual Logic of Media Semiotics

- Li Siqu,Liz Yan
By reviewing its basic concept and theory,this paper explores the academic logic and spiritual logic of
media semiotics and attempts to find a way to enrich both the theory and spirit of China’s mass
communication studies. The authors’ argument is that semiotics is a basic subject and methodology that
runs through the humanities ,social sciences and natural science,and that China’s media semiotics can
make achievements only by breaking the stereotypes, drawing on new achievements of International
media semiotic studies , focusing on communication practice,and studying on the true problems in the
production of meaning.

38 Changes and Causes of the People’s Liberation Army’s Image in the United States

* Qian Livong

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, with changes in the international situation and
relations with the US, Americans’ views on the Chinese army have gone through four historical
periods. They are fear,sympathy,demonization and confrontation. The PLA’s international image show
different characteristics accordingly. From the establishment of the PRC to early 1970s, the Chinese
army was regarded as red blood and militants in the American vision. From late 1970s to 1989 ,the image
of the PLA was viewed as backwardly equipped and trained, always learning from the West while
maintaining its own advantages. From early 1990s to early 2000s, the PLA was seen as a threat to
regional security ,and was militarily backward. Since the beginning of the 21st century, the PLA has
been regarded as an army of a big power, which is uncertain. Changes of the Chinese army’s images in
American media attribute to stereotypical thinking, ideological differences, realization of national
interests , cultural barriers and other factors. Meanwhile, lack of construction and dissemination of
Chinese army’s image and exchange mechanism are also important factors.
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