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“Subjective Ethnic Characteristic”: Ethnic Cultural Character of Regional Space

Focusing on the Spatial Narrative of Zhang Chengzhi’ s Novels
WANG Weiyan

Abstract: The expression of ethnic in Zhang Chengzhi’s novels is mainly reflected in the shaping
of Mongolian ethnic character in the grassland space of Inner Mongolia in the early stage and the
description of Hui people especially Zhehe Renya school in the Loess Plateau space in the later stage.
Zhang Chengzhi described the Mongolian and Hui ethnic regional space characteristics through the
methods of his modeling and self modeling and described the ethnic experience in the two regional spaces
with personal characteristics so as to depict the unique role of space elements in shaping the ethnic
character. Regional space and ethnic character shape each other  which constitutes the main way of Zhang
Chengzhi’ s ethnic expression. Zhang Chengzhi’ s novels are full of subjectivity and idealism in the writing
of ethnic cultural characters in specific regional space which has become the “Zhang Chengzhi mode”
with “subjective ethnic characteristic” always as the striking mark.

Key Words: Zhang Chengzhi’ s novels; ethnic culture; subjective ethnic characteristic; regional space
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