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Encoding and Decoding: Construction of Party History
Culture Symbols and Discourse Systems

ZHAO Yue

[Abstract] Party history culture, as a symbol, constitutes a powerful ideological and historical
emblem shaped by the Communist Party of China (CPC) over a century of revolutionary,
developmental, reformative, and self-constructive historical practices. The generation,
dissemination, and application of Party history culture symbols are symbiotically intertwined with
the construction of discourse systems. In the mutual and parallel development within the
bidirectional interaction between "coders" and "decoders", encompassing symbol encoding,
propagation, and decoding, this process undergoes refinement and enhancement. Simultaneously,
it reflects the role of the CPC as the encoder and interpreter of Party history culture symbols.
Throughout the process of conveying meaning, the Party overcomes interpretive and evaluative
whirlpools, providing decoders with a metalinguistic framework capable of generating intersections
and identities. This dynamic facilitates effective interaction between the encoder and decoder on
the platform of Party history culture, enabling the assertion of the Party's symbolic discourse
authority. Consequently, it advances the construction of the theoretical and discourse system of
the Party in the cultural symbol domain.

[Keywords] Party history culture symbols; encoding; decoding; ideology; discourse system
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