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Lansign’s Arbitrariness and Motivation from the Perspective of
M etonymy

LIU Xinjun, YANG Jun
(Department of Eurasian Languages PLA University of Foreign Languages, Luoyang 471003, China)

Abstract: The issue of lansign’ s arbitrariness and motivation is nowadays one of the focal points in
academic discussion. In modern cognitive linguistics the metonymy is regarded as the correlation between
concepts and represents contiguous relations and human thought is characterized by metonymic
phenomena. Symbolization of the objective world can not be realized without metonymic mechanism, and
metonymic substitution exists widely in the world. From the perspective of metonymy, the combination of
a concept with a sound pattern and the choices of metonymy’ s vehicles and preferred vehicles both reflect
the relations between lansigns and reality and show a unity of opposites in lansign’ s arbitrariness and
motivation, thus forming subjective results in conformity to the common congnitive rules.
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