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Saussurean View of Language as a Semiotic System: Contributions and Limitations

Yang Zhong
( Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China)

The view of language as a semiotic system underlies Course in General Linguistics by Saussure. What is meant by the view of
language as a system? What impact has it exerted on later development of linguistics? What insights have been gained into the na—
ture of language in light of this view? How is the langue—parole dichotomy evaluated and developed by linguists of different
schools? This article starting from the problem of defining language expounds the Saussurean view of language as a semiotic sys—
tem and its influence pinpoints its contribution to the development of linguistics as an independent discipline in terms of object of
study and methodology discusses issues concerning the multifaceted nature of language and finally surveys the advantage and
disadvantage of the langue-parole distinction in linguistic research.
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