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A Semiotic Approach to the Studies of Poetry:
Starting from Qian Zhongshu' s Views

LU Zhenglan
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan Universitys, Chengdu 610064, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: Semiotics is not only a famous discipline in the current cultural and literary studies, but
also an important approach to the study of poetry. However, in China it has rarely been adopted in
this field. The only exception is Qian Zhongshu, who often employed semiotics in discussing classical
Chinese poetry. But unfortunately his views have received no deep explanation and development in
Chinese academic circle. The paper attempts to introduce the semiotic studies of poetry by Roman Ja-
kobson, Roland Barthes, R. P. Blackmur, Jonathan Culler, and Michael Riffaterre, and compare
their researches with Qian Zhongshu’ s. It also takes examples from contemporary Chinese poetry to
illustrate the universality of semiotic approach to poetry.

Keywords: semiotics, poetry, Qian Zhongshu, contemporary Chinese poetry
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