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Expression and Sense
— Linguistic Semiotics of Jakobson
Li Jing Wang Yongxiang

Abstract The main function of language is expressing and conveying meaning, and thereby

achieving communication. Roman Jakobson, famous linguist and semiotician, systematically and

creatively advances the theory of “expression” and “sense” by developing and discarding Saussure’ s

concept of “signifier” and “signified” . Different expressions may produce different meanings which

may vary from environment to environment and from mode to mode of expression. Based on Jakobson’ s
« »
and “sense” . We can

semiotic theory, this paper explores the relationship between “expression”

gain insight into “sense” based on its reference and function. At the same time, we can get a better

understanding of “expression” through studying its ways and context. Jakobson’ s contribution to
the advancement of linguistic semiotics is well appreciated and has contributed enormously to our
understanding of it. By inheriting and spreading Jakobson’ s theory, we can surely appreciate the
beauty of language.

Keywords Jakobson; linguistic semiotics; expression; sense
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