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Challenging and Integrating the Rhetor ical Approach:
A Review of the Cognitive Approach to Unreliable Narration

SHANG B wu

Abstract: Asa central issue of narrative studies, unreliable narration is anong the most discussed
in current narrablogy W ith the rise of cognitive narrablogy, the daminant rhetorical goproach
unreliable narration has met its due challenge Apart fran challenging the rhetorical goproach, sme
cognitive narrablogists try © integrate it, proposing an integrative goproach, i e the cognitive-
rhetorical goproach However, the integrative gpproach is doomed to failure onving  its imbalanced
emphasis upon either the cognitive or the rhetorical approach

Key words unreliable narration, rhetorical goproach, cognitive gpproach, challenge, integration

20



