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methods in the field of Chinese social economic history. Absorbs the historiography theory of the Annales
School. The formation of the South China School history theory is closely related to the changes of society and
academic trends in China in the past century. It reflects some of the common characteristics of Chinese

historiography from traditional to modern.

Early Chinese Intellectual History in Language Discourse:

Reexamining the Synchronicity of Philological and Philosophical Approaches Dennis C.H. Cheng

This essay argues that “language” is not only a “medium” carrying “meaning” but essentially a “method”
which structures the development of Chinese intellectual history of the pre-Qin period. While Chinese character
is the unification of visual form, sound and meaning, Chinese “philology,” the study of the language as such,
should not be limited to the study of verbal meaning of characters, likewise, the study of Chinese philosophy
should not exclude the study of visual form and sound of Chinese characters. Base on the artistic “language
discourses” in the Five Classics, Confucius declares his “ming jiao” (teaching of Names) in order to reinstate

” to their sounds and

the social and political order by connecting/binding the moral meaning of ethic “names
visual forms, ethical responsibility will then be assigned to people in the society via the unification of “ming”
(name) and “shi” (content). Later philosophers of the Warring State period respond to and criticize on the
“ming jiao” by redefining/reinterpreting the relationship of “ming” and “shi.” The debates among philosophers

on “language” construct a grand picture of “language discourses” and draw the main theme of Chinese

intellectual history of the pre-Qin period.

Changing the Barbarian to Comply with Cathay:

An Analysis of the Political Idea and Practice of the Five Barbarians Lei Ge

Scholars tend to arrange and evaluate the position and characteristics of the Northern Barbarians in Chinese
history in a perspective of Huaxia centralism, but negelect the historical traits of the barbarians as well as their
impact and even subversion of the ideas of the Han people. The barbarians added a new rank in the emperor and
king system of Han, and made it a three-level sequence of king, heavenly king, and emperor. The Han people
said that the barbarians cannot be emperor, yet the Five Barbarians and the Sixteen Kingdoms thoroughly denied
this proposition. The course of the barbarian emperors entered and hosted central China is not only a course that
they learning and integrating into Chinese civilization, but also a course that they reflecting and revising the
pedigree of Chinese orthodoxy. The ideas of the barbarian people influenced Chinese thought by means of
practice but not thinking. The greatest contribution of their ideas to Chinese intellectual history is to prove that

the imperial power system is a lifeful and open system of political and moral civilization.

The Prophesy of the “Essential Spirit of Red” and Politics of the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties  Dai Guoxi

With similar character, the prophesies of the essential spirit of Red and the ninth generation of Red were
both written by Gan Zhongke and Xia Heliang et al. in the reign of Emperor Chengdi of the Western Han,
aiming at persuading the emperor to change the ritual system and offer sacrefices to Heaven and Earth.
However, the prophesies did not function at that time, but played a role in the period from Emperor Aidi of the
Western Han to Emperor Zhangdi of the Eastern Han. Emperor Aidi changed the designation of his reign in

June, 5 B. C. was affected by those prophesies, and the situation that the leaders who rose rebellions in the reign



