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projection of democratization after 1990s. Is Democracy really in crisis today? First we need to know
what is really happening. In this regard, hastening to find historical similarities does not always help,
as opponents of democracy may also find new forms. We need to carefully distinguish some political
phenomena and concepts that seem to be close but actually are very different, particularly democracy
and populism. We also need to realize the terms such as “illiberal democracy” do not correspond to
the real danger. Today, We could say that democracy does face a lot of serious challenges. Although it
is debatable whether it amounts to a real crisis, it is definitely necessary to reflect upon what are these
challenges and how to deal with them.

Keywords: democracy; democratic crisis; populism; illiberal democracy; polity

How is “Data Confucianism” Possible
Discuss with Prof. Xu Yingjin

Wu Genyou
Abstract: Faced with the “Qin politics” of data autocracy which may be caused by big data doctrine,
Professor Xu Yingjin proposed that the “Zhou politics” of Confucian small data should be hedged so as
to better protect personal privacy in the era of big data. It believes that Heraly's view is that in the era
of real data theory, “freedom of information” will be the first principle, experience, upload and sharing
will become a new way of life in the era of data theory. In the era of real big data, the combination of a
few data elites and political elites may make most “wise” become real idlers and lose the meaning of life
completely. A terrible nihilism may be the real problem in the era of big data.
Keywords: big data; Confucian small data; right of personal privacy; freedom of information; nihilism

Reiterate the Construction Path of Soma-esthetics

In Response to Prof. Zhang Yuneng and Prof. Zhang Gong
Wang Xiaohua

Abstract: The rapid rise of Chinese soma-aesthetics is due to the cross-school academic dialogue. When
conceiving the Introduction of Soma-aesthetics, practical aesthetics provides not only abundant spiritual
resources, but also the object of reflection and transcendence. Compared with practical aesthetics, soma-
aesthetics has its own unique starting point, ontological basis, and theoretical destination: (1)starting
from the body-subject is its principle;(2)the theory of body-subject rooted in the material ontology is the
basis of its construction; (3)pushing aesthetic research back to body-subject is its construction goal. By
expounding the construction principles of these three levels, it attempts to answer the questions raised by
Professor Zhang Yuneng and Professor Zhang Gong. This is also part of cross-school dialogue.
Keywords: soma-aesthetics; body-subject; material ontology; practice ontology; across-school dialogue;
paradigm transformation

The Design Logic of a Pension Regime
Discuss with Prof. Li Jun

Huang Guan
Abstract: Pension is the core of the retire system for a modern state to fulfill its wealth redistribution
function, and politics pays a lot on the detecting and testing of the design logic of a pension regime.
Based on the review of Prof. Li Jun’s article, we highlight “GDP per capita is the reference of the
operation of nowadays pension, there is no need to care about the mechanism of economy increase” .
The aging of population and increase of average lifetime compose the real challenge to the sustainability
of pension. Chinese pension system, after the reform, has been running under the imperfect condition
that the transformation cost has not been properly solved, and this problem fundamentally causes the
systematic difficulties the pension operation meets.
Keywords: pension regime; transformation cost; design logic; empty account; wealth redistribution

Digital Body, Quasi-life and Game Ecology
Dialectics of Player-Character in Game

Lan Jiang
Abstract: When today’s younger generation’s survival is immersed in digital games, we can’t simply
separate games from their way of life. Because the basic way of human existence today and in the
future has become closely related to the game. Their survival experience is no longer Merleau-Ponty’s
phenomenology constructed by a single capitalized body. Today, many characters in digital games
transcend the phenomenology of body and turn to digital phenomenology. Digital phenomenology also
changes the relationship between players and characters, like an inverted marionette. In this way, the role
of the game generates a kind of game ecology which does not rely solely on the player’s quasi-life, but
player’s quasi-life further develops a game ecology. Game ecology not only helps quasi-life build the
world around the characters in the game world, but also unifies the game world with the players’ world
through the existence of the characters, and changes the living conditions of the players’ world.
Keywords: game; dialectics of player-character; quasi-life; game ecology
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