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The Pragmatic Dimension of Truth and Its Limit

ZHOU Jian-zhang WANG Zhan
( Department of Philosophy Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: Outside the perspective of traditional theories of truth in philosophical investigations the pragmatic dimen—
sion of truth in the life world is a research question that is well worth looking into. As “something that is true” the concept
of truth is more than “true” in a purely cognitive sense and it also contains a moral dimension of “true reasons”. On the
scientific and everyday behavioral levels “true” is relevant to “accomplishment”. However in social life we often use
“true” to do “reasoning” the latter being the social pragmatic dimension of truth. Technically the presence of truth is de—
fault and when things are said in the name of truth it actually indicates the absence of truth. In the game of argument to
use “true” to do reasoning is based on its discursive authority possessed by the winner in the competitive language games in
the field of science. But the problem is the winning on the part of the exclusive truth is not normal in the non-social lan—
guage games. Furthermore ‘“true” alone is not morally reasonable and justified. In the social context the rationality of
discourse is represented mostly as all kinds of reasons and principles which are “compatible” with each other.
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