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The Principles of Differentiation and Transposition in Yu. M. Lotman’s Literary
Semiotics

Katalin Kroo

Trans. Li Ruilian
Abstract Based on the analysis of the principles of transposition and differentiation,
this paper explores the mechanism of meaning generation and renewal in Lotman’s
literary semiotics, and reveals the inherent relevance and consistency of his semiotic
terminology. The author places displacement and distinction in the organic connection
of concepts and terms such as ordering, symbol field, and conventionality for a
comprehensive interpretation, and explores the unique value of this issue in Lotman’s
study of literary semiotics from multiple perspectives such as semantics, structure, and
context. This paper argues that transposition, as a major semiotic strategy of meaning
differentiation, participates in the dynamic process of intra-text and inter-text symbol
communication, and is of great significance to the study of meaning uncertainty,

openness, and pluralism.

Keywords Yu. M. Lotman, literary semiotics, transposition, differentiation
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