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The Semiotic Thought in Gilbert Simondon’s Philosophy
of Technology
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Abstract: Gilbert Simondon’s philosophy of technology centers on the idea of
“consciously understanding the meaning of technical objects”, a
concept that aligns closely with semiotics, the study of meaning. From
a semiotic perspective, Simenon’s work highlights the transformation
of technical objects into signs. By examining the existential forms of

technical objects and the processes of combination and aggregation
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following their semiosis, his philosophy explores the varying meanings
attributed to these objects. In Simenon’s view, technical objects are not
merely utilitarian tools but signs imbued with multiple layers of
meaning. A deeper reflection on technical objects allows for the
redefinition of their dynamic significance, while also uncovering the
practical value of human subjects in a context where technological
pragmatism dominates.

Keywords: Gilbert Simondon, philosophy of technology, technical symbolization,
technical meaning
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