39 5 ( ) Vol.39,No.5
2023 9 Journal of Lanzhou University of Arts and Science (Social Sciences) Sept. 2023
( , 610207)

( ’ s -
[ )| ; ; ;
) 104 [ JA [ Y 2095-7009(2023)05-0006-04

A Study of Formal Theory by Zhao Yiheng

LU Zheng-lan
(College of Literature and Journalism , Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, China)
Abstract; Formal theory is the foundation for studying art and literature, as well as other texts, which is often referred to
as mathematics in the humanities and social sciences. Formal studies probe deep into the rules and principles behind phe-
nomena. In his forty-five years of persistent study, Prof Zhao has produced more than a dozen important works along the
line, achieved remarkable success in semiotics, narratology, and aesthetics, thus providing a groundwork upon which a
typically Chinese formal theory could develop. Though abstract in look, the series of principles he proposed have proved
useful in the practice of cultural studies, and, therefore, welcomed by the academic world.
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