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“I Am all Empty”: A Narrative Analysis of a Text
in The Analects of Confucius

Wu Xiaoming

Abstract: This article is an attempt to show how Chinese classics usually
considered as non-narrative can be analyzed as a narrative by a
narrative analysis of a short text in The Analects of Confucius.
Furthermore, it attempts to show how new light might be shed on
the understanding of such classical texts by applying narrative
analysis to them. In this article, the analysis of this text of only

twenty-eight Chinese characters touches different aspects of
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narratology, vis., the first person and third person narration,
methods of narration and the points of view, the plot, irony,
metanarrative, codes of reading, and the narrative as the birthplace
of the character. The last part of this article focuses on the dialectical-
dialogical nature of the text and its philosophical significance.

Keywords: Confucius, narrative, narration, plot, questioning-answering, the
dialectical-dialogical
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JeAS ML, HAOOF A A e tE R S I ANk — g R AEOC, M, 2
F—F M —AR I A ANE T AW BRI AT BT YT B SCAR T
T, R R EX TP AR, BafEX—3CAad, fLF17EN
— D NPBEEGE T K, MR, X BRI R T FiX— AR — i
W, H—Jrm, R, R, AT AMMRER AT U{UE R E R
W, Getl) LRI SCARXTLF R BGR, ] DU AR S, ane S
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HIF” DUXHER SR = AFR IS ABGR ok

ILFT AT AL TATHREE, BAS A AR FZ
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TP IE, S AR K 2 ok S — N AR B AL N LR
TAHMG, JSHTEmIRE -7 . LFRERS, A, XTI
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—MAEERRLRINIES ., 22— DA ANEA R 2, A

FNER], A IEREMARE . (IS R A A& ], X e 2
SRl RIATREE R, e — D ICEIA BT R ), HIREE 2% T,
WERREMBLE T o X —REWBUE T, AU AY—FRAE RS AT
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Wik E T B RAMT, AW RIS (RE%E) BHESIIMIITRS, JF8 T ReERY 20 #r
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