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From Time to Space: The Evolution of Video Advertising
Narrative in the Age of “Multi — Screen”

HE Pinghua
( School of Communication, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062, China)

Abstract: The revolution in the field of media and information technology has exerted a deep influence on human civilization
since 1990s. At the beginning of the 21st century, with the large — scale application of new techniques to outdoor advertising,
China has entered the age of “multi — screen” which is what Guy Emest Debord called “the society of the spectacle”. Owing to
media revolution, Chinese television advertising and other forms of video advertising has evolved into the typical representation of
“fragmentation”. The phenomena are manifested as: firstly, time collapse and space patchwork; secondly, the evolution from
“time — prioritized concept” featured by textual narrative in modern era to “space — prioritized concept” featured by discourse
narrative in postmodern times, and the transformation from story — oriented narrative to structure — oriented narrative as well. The
changes of the symbolic nature and narrative aesthetics directly impact the hermeneutics and reception of media.

Key words: the age of “multi — screen”, video advertising, the evolution of narrative
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