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Abstract: Different ages have different mainstream literary genres and Ming-Qing Dynas—
ties have Zhanghui novel as their representative genre. Though the concept of “novel” a—
rose earlier in China it had difficulty in developing into a commonly accepted narrative

genre owing to its “trivialities”.

With the great efforts by scholars of Ming Dynasty no-—
vels became the leading genre of Chinese narrative literature which contributed to the tran—
sition of the mainstream of Chinese literature from “lyric” to “narrative”. Succession of
chapters with headings and episodic units deeply influenced by the spatial combination of
Chinese architecture was the basic narrative structure of Zhanghui novel in Ming-Qing Dy-
nasties. Narrative tradition did not come into being in Chinese literature until Zhanghui no-
vel in Ming-Qing Dynasties. The close relationship between the formation of this narrative
tradition and architectural space to a great extent helped to bring about the formation of
narrative tradition of Chinese literature.

Key words: architectural space; narrative tradition; Zhanghui novel; courtyard-styled

structure ; episodic structure
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