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Abstract. Signs from the perspective of translation semiotics are generalized ones including linguistic

signs non4inguistic signs a synthetic text composed of linguistic and noninguistic signs a synthetic

repetitive multi-modal and multi-medium text and intangible signs. Jacobson proposed the six—

function theory of language signs for the process of verbal communication. Under the principle of func—

tional equivalence “translating means communicating” in which multifunctional semiosis and sign

transformation also conform to the six-function model. Such a view brings to the perspective of trans—

lation semiotics in this paper. From this perspective the six functions demonstrate different semiotic
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connotations. Based on the in-depth analysis of these connotations the dominance and interaction of
the six functions are further explored to make a theoretical definition of the semiotic functions of trans—
lation.

Key words: translation semiotics; Jakobson’ s six-function model; semiotic connotation; dominance

and interaction
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