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Abstract: Based in a close reading of Zhu Guangqian’ s pre — 1949 works on aesthetics the paper delineates the relationship be—
tween Zhu’ s early aesthetics and Kant and points out the fundamental influence of Kantian aesthetics on the formation of Zhu’ s
aesthetic theory. The paper claims that Croce’ s apparent influence shown as the psychological aspects in Zhu’ a pre — 1949 aes—
thetics should be understood as selective acceptance after Zhu’ s acceptance of Kantian aesthetics. Kant’ s main influence upon
Zhu’ s aesthetics is Zhu’ s acceptance of the uninterested non — utilitarian formalism and the sublime theory although Zhu had
held some reservation about Kant’ s aesthetics especially after 1930s when he began to doubt the legitimacy of non — utilitarian—
ism. The paper claims that Zhu had misread Kant’ s aesthetics.
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