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The Meta-language of Typological Descriptions of Culture in the Semiotics of Yu. M.

Lotman

A-K-1 Zabulionite

Trans.by Guan Yue-e

Abstract The article deals with the formation of Y. M. Lotman’s semiosphere
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concept (theory of culture) and the meta-language of typological descriptions of
culture. The peculiarities of Lotman’s structuralism are analysed, its comparison with
classical concepts of French structuralists (C. Levi-Strauss, M. Foucault) is carried out.
Attention is drawn to Lotman’s rethinking of the concept of text as an open structure
(as the intersection of two points of view), which functions only when immersed in
the semiosphere and implies the problematics of dialogue, the peculiarities of which
are revealed in comparison with M. M. Bakhtin’s concept of dialogue. It is noted that
Bakhtin’s subject of communication is the individual (existential position), whereas
Lotman’s is language (holistic linguistic position, shifting attention from the individual
to culture). In comprehending the problem of historicism, Lotman sets the task of
creating a strict scientific language of humanitarian knowledge (pure language of science
that does not coincide with the object being described). The instrumentalist character
of the typological meta-language of the language of cultural description is revealed.
He proposes the idea of two typologies for conceptual modelling of intercultural
communication. The heuristic possibilities and limits of Lotman’s typological meta-
language of cultural description are evaluated in the context of the search for typology of
cultures in different directions of philosophical and methodological thought, first of all,
in two alternative scientific programmes: mechanicism (rationalistic, system-quantitative
scientific programme) and organicism (qualitative scientific programme oriented to
the development of a conceptual apparatus sensitive to the uniqueness of cultures/
civilisations).
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