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The ““Old Beijing” Quality of Beijing Hutong and
the Semiotic Process of Its Sensation

Tian Hailong Dai Wei

Abstract: This article analyses Hutong Karma, a travel note by Peter Hessler, to

determine how the “old Bejjing” quality of Beljing Autong is sensed
and further becomes a type of qualia. Drawing on the theory of
semiotic process proposed by Gal and Irvine, the article yields two
significant findings. First, by applying the concepts of “axis of
differentiation” and “erasure”, it shows that the “old Beijing” quality
of Beijing /futong is embodied in the Autong’s architecture and its
inhabitants’ way of living, the description of which is set in a
contrast between oldness and modernness, characteristically
emphasising oldness while ignoring suggestions of the modern.
Second, by applying the concept of “rhematisation”, the article
shows that the description of a McDonald’s restaurant located in a
hutong area turns McDonald’s from an index into an icon, no longer
referring to fast food but instead representing the slow style of life by
forming a relationship with the lifestyle of /utong residents.
Furthermore, by applying the concept of “fractual recursivity”, the
contrast between the density of /Autong and wideness of American
buildings in the description of Aufong is projected to the contrast
between people’s relations: the intimacy of /utong inhabitants against
the looseness of American relations. A discussion of these findings in
the light of semiotic process theory leads to an understanding that the
“old Beijing” quality of Beijing /Autong is processed by the author of
this travel note in such a way as to transform a potential and abstract
quality into an embodied and experience-able qualia of “old Beijing”,
i the semiotic process in which the author’s ideological work plays a

key role.
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oA, B CEPUBSTAET (Gal & Tvine, 2019) . fEBYIX 704, K
B B4, SPIB I Tk S ak AR, AT LUK RGBT R ST B i
b, PR S AR (BB, 2023) o JERGE A [ T 9 IR BT 1A A 7
TERSIR, EEYR BT AR I n] DU AL D S Jot, - DR R Bt B2 A R s
(2023), BB NED, AR S PTA R FR A L SO A DR Y

SN o

f. ik

e RS (BAFF), “dbat” ReBVE A Eh R R AT RErE, Wi
—MES (), “dbst” R AT AR TR R, 7RI R bk
B, Rz, TR, SRR AR SR AR S R AR AR . AR
AEBRIRAESOCT “AHa 8 ek, BARaHr CREZ) wdbnt
HE AR, oE—20 R T R A DL SE I AT St B . WFSE R, b
[ “dbat” REBARIE D Jrmnm, AR50 atl [ asfipezs , 5 In) e RO
REWHAN RS, R A B8 gL, ARAE (IR
&) XFACEEH R BRI S Z b, X S S IEREE IR S BUES T
YEo FXT TR L2 BGTE 5 2 IERGE F 5 (40 Calder, 2019; D’Onofrio &
Eckert, 2021) 15, A#RRMEI TR, ®OTH “Bbn” KB gk
SR USSR, AR — A RIS R R 2% i
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