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The Shaping and Reproduction of Amish Cultural Signs

Sheng Dan

Abstract: The Amish ethnic group rejects secularisation and modern culture, and in the process of
sticking to tradition and resisting the alienation of Western modernity they have formed unique
Amish cultural signs. According to Lotman’s notion of the “semiosphere”, the semiotic borders of
Amish cultural signs are dynamically updated in their inevitable interactions with the outside
world. In the cultural semiosphere, carriages and telephones as signs of concrete material forms
and the martyr as a sign constructed by abstract meaning have all undergone autogenesis and
translation in the process of Western modernisation. This study finds that the shaping and
reproduction of Amish cultural signs are significantly reflected in their habits in daily life and
traditional educational models, promoting their community identification and cultural subjectivity.

Meanwhile, Amish culture has been both inherited and developed through this process.
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