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On the “Hybrid Narrative” of Contemporary News
in the Perspective of Semiotics

WANG Qiang
( School of Journalism and Communication Minnan Normal University Zhangzhou 363000 China)

Abstract: Benefited from the digital media technology the audience gains more autonomy of the information
production and dissemination. A large number of “hybrid narrative” texts that mix factual and fictional elements ap—
peared in the new media. It digests the traditional boundaries of the journalism furthermore exacerbates the crisis of
factual narrative. Using the semiotics theory of “two axes” to analyze this phenomenon we can see that the “hybrid
narrative ” of contemporary news is actually a result of “broad width operation” while the journalism is a “narrow —
width culture” originally. The creators of the “hybrid narrative” get more possibility of content selection and form
innovation. The news narrative of “broad width operation” has a unique style. The “hybrid narrative” combines the
facts and imagination thus shows an entertaining and aesthetic style. However the “hybrid narrative” of contempo—
rary news faced with the problem of “conversion of markedness” and “paradox of choice”.
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