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The Archimedes’ Point of Animation Semiotics:
A Mental Semiotic Approach

Li Tao

Abstract: Animation has evolved into an important medium for conveying the
spirit of the age. Audiences of animation derive meaning from the
animation text and form a certain type of social relationship. Hence,

animation is a typical form of sign-text. The “meaning” in animation
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semiosis refers to both the referential meaning and the value meaning.
However, the way in which semiotics is applied to animation studies
mdicates that the value meaning of animation symbols is far more
mmportant than the referential meaning. Animation audiences know
themselves and know the world through watching animation.
Therefore, the root of understanding with regard to such symbols is
spiritual self-knowledge. Animation semiotics can only demonstrate its
academic value when it reaches the level of studying the human spirit
and generating value meaning. The Archimedes point in the study of
animation semiotics is the finding of a spiritual symbol, or a spiritual
sign at the level of value semiotics in the broad sense. Such a sign is
different from a spiritual cultural sign at the level of cultural semiotics
in the narrow sense.
Keywords: animation semiotics, mental sign, animation, sign, meaning
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HRL, H N R ELR S BT, BERE TSR, SCZMREL IR MR £k S B
NEEBCFAE . HHELRESUE ZARE R B ER RS AR, JCIB R E 1ok
MOME, SRR, BEa NS SCPR RO B, A B 5 SCRRANTE S
WEARZ A, BAATREEEM T RA R Z i, B L, (B4 i e i 57 19 12
Lo AEEhmSCZ, SRt 5 s o s E N =B FEC R, =F K E,
HOAPRCER s KOERE S shim S S shimBHL, J23hmfs 5 R0 H
Bobsh s, BE 2, KMOHERZG, EIERSNmAT SR8 B R P8 AT

S AT -5 Y BT EE KPS S AT 5 BLE PR DT ST I SCBE A, ST 5 i
TFRFEDPTER SO AL, RS MAT S A AL A TR UONE Shim £
B, ATLABHRSIm Z AR 0 R T8, IEMRIeARTE “WJ5 BT EF,
WAEASRET, HZ K" AWBRZ YO shim ey 544, AT LUK
him sz ARM RGO B, 152 “E” o Shim AT S BT R T O  —
AN RUEHE — B SCEAT S A o ShmAT S22 FEAERT T 3 7 7T
A, ARSI R DRI FRMER, T E SRR AT S SR
KIEREHKER, WERENAE AR S1T A Z L FE 5wk mE
ek (R, 2015), BRSEQIE ARG LG P BIH EAT S . IXHERYIE
K, IERSNMATSIEE [0 S m AT S B IE R AR . 21 AL AYRLAT H I8 AR
SEZ AR PSR AP R, flan. CHrttZefm & i) A pinE
AT BN ARG | R, M AT UV MU, SRAR O R i
s (LB @ DC e TS i SIS, LAY B R
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HERIBAT; O EUBTHESR) DL MR BRI 5 403X 0
2 U DUMES RO A - BN IAE ST Iy L, B
A, IR IE BRI 5 A AR

S5 B BETE BT A L R, R R T3 S
HEHISCILAT B . (BRI SRR TTHE R, RIS AT 38 R i
ORISR, R U, (2 TR AT L TR 69 3 1 = i
WM BB A RIS b, SO A LML Lo R S ALAT B 55
BRI R 39, TORFRA B LR = L B

S T 5 0BT KL B0 U525 5 30 0152 AR 0 B 2
ST SRR A0, AT MR35 3 05 2 36T A R B A 5
M IELRE R EEE X T AR 0 S0 BB A IO BFIE . HO T 58
ZRFESE, SR RAELGREZ BRI P50 10k DAY, RFREH 9%
HEFT T AT, RERFAR A0 1 ol 2 e FUFT 05 R (022 25 RO 17 T
BR, KA CRIILGAE) HOVRERIBIE M — P . XEAZ LR
AL R, RSO S (FE, 2015).
AL P PR BT (RTENE, 1987, p.9), WLRIZMNIL
TER B 5 BRI 55 716

RS T ANIBESE , 4o 2 MO, AT JARACJEERE, A
AR s SV B O M X RS TR X . AL 03 Ak
BRI, I ol AR ISGNE, B MR ARFRIERE X X T3
WL, WA AN S AT SR I, B B WA R 1 2 A
Sl PR T WRCSE, TR BRI BIN SR F s (2
HE) TR T L T S ST o A M R R B A TR
A MRS, TRAHCT TULE, 0 200", IR 5
AT TG, WHEREIREE L0066 G5 A SRR IS0 1
Yo MU, AERFRET BRI L, ZAEE “L0 MR, RAMIER
XA E 2.
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