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Critical Approaches to Marxist Aesthetics of Semiotics

Zhang Bi

Abstract: At different stages in the development of Marxism, Marxist thinkers

have used semiotic perspectives to examine and elaborate on various
dimensions of artistic activity. Marx narrated, plotted and dramatised
many messy historical events. Lefebvre and Bloch expounded on the
aesthetic and ethical functions of symbols in art in modern society.
Della-Volpe, through the investigation of artistic signs, emphasised
the aesthetic characteristics of artworks. The range of theories and
concepts of semiotic aesthetics used by Marxist scholars not only
shows a distinctive Marxist way of viewing art and aesthetics but also

demonstrates the range of concepts and methods used in the study of
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