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Name and Rite: An Analysis of the Semiotic Thought of
Confucian School and Its Deeper Ideology

ZHU Dong
(School of International Cultural Exchange, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: By discerning the characters of things, the ancient Chinese sages distinguished entities .from
names. The stability of name is the precondition of effective communication while the difference of names is
the key to meaning generation. When Rite System of Zhou was ruined, Confucius attempted to Justlfy entity
(zhengshi) by justifying name (zhengming) to ensure that both are consistent with each other. The ritual
culture promoted by Confucius aims to take ideographical symbols and activities of people into certain
norms and orders, in which rite plays an important role in regulating all kinds of behavioral norms and
interpersonal relations in the society. Superficially, justification of name is the justification of entity, but
_in fact, it normalizes the new things with traditional ideology and puts.them back in the original track. If
Confucius’ theory of name and entity can be viewed as a semiotic. system, the codes are a collection of
various rites; and the whole rite and music system can be seen as the metalanguage of Confucian School.
Keywords: study of name; study of rite; Confucian School; semiotics; metalanguage
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