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"The Gap between Two Selves": Narrative Tension in Autobiography

ZHOU Cai-shu
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: In an autobiography a split of personality and narrative language occurs between the experiencing self and the
narrating self resulting in " The Gap between Two Selves". This paper unscrambles this phenomenon in Sartre’s Literary
Career and four other autobiographies. There are three main reasons for the existence of this gap in autobiography: the fea—
ture of backward narration the difference between natural time and narrative time and the special functions of the narrator. "
The Gap between Two Selves" appears in Literary Career and four other autobiographies. The time difference between actu—
al events and their memories the narrator’s processing and other factors make for different manifestations of "The Gap be-

tween Two Selves" in different autobiographies.

Key words: "The Gap between Two Selves"; narrative time; split; existence
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