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Editorial: Image study is a newly emerging discipline in China, which verges on
another two disciplines, namely, camparative culture and comparative literature. In
comparative literature, image study sametimes seems out of focus because the study
of foreign images is closely related to social, historical and cultural contexts and thus
its concepts and approaches cannot be nfined to literature. In comparative cul-
ture, image study seems to cover so small an area since foreign images as a wllec-

tive imagination of the other are the poduct of different types of texts reinforcing
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each other rather than that of literary texts alone. Once initiated in this direction,
the meditation on the position of image study as a discipline, its theoretical basis,
research object and research paradigm has no reason to be suspended. In May
2004, Prof. Zhou Ning published his series of works Images of China in the West
which consists of 8 volumes, namely, The legend of Qi-Dan, The Empire of Geat
China, Centurial China Tides, The Empire of Opium, The Wiedked Ship of History,
The Utopia of Confucianism, The Second Man, and The Illusion of Dragon. To a
scholas the publication of a series of books maybe just means the completion of a
project, however, to the whole academia, it will pobably represent the pioneer into
anew teriitory. Now, it does not matter how to valure this personal achievements,
what does matter is to ponder fom the pemspective of academics to which extent
those woiks bring forth thoughts-provoking questions.
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