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A General Classification of Gifts: A Semiotic Analysis

Zhao Xingzhi

Abstract: So far, there has not been a general classification embracing all types
of gifts and their exchange patterns. Hence, this paper endeavors to
fill up this rescarch gap by adopting a semiotic approach. Based on
two criteria, namely, the intentionality of the gift-texts and the
temporal directionality of the interpersonal relationships, all the
patterns of gift exchanges in the human culture could be classified into
three domain types with eight subtypes. It is worth noting that
different kinds of intentionality carried by gift-texts themselves,
interweaving with varying degrees of relationships within specific

social contexts, result in the variations of the gifts as well as their
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. = ZMRSCR e — PR 2L Tt 200U RO &R . AL R
TE TGS AT Wi SRR A G, SR A 2 RSt R K.
. AT ARG —ER 5y . ALY SRR ACRAT . R L SE ]
fa A AGUPRALIEINY . A SIS ST IR AET . PR, £
BV L, Ot ks CeER PRALYIscHL.

(2) NN, iR (rites of passage) TEAEAT SCALHER
AR AT AR BRI TR A AR A KOS R v P s A2E D) F) — 2845 A
2T A, IR AAL . AL, ZEALAE, AAT7Ek 2 i Pt A P i 4
TR B 09 Bt 2 R P42 . i AU R FEBEE ALY Sc e, JF
HALY A i AL — 8B 53 RS B A B B SCAE T RE . 3268 10
H2x By S AE 22 50 R 2 5 5 A b i i AL B B4 05 O E
Bk, R, W52 005 FE AL G R A SC R R T “BUE” 4RIE.

(3) WrpF Y . ALY A I AR T 2R NS AR A A
MV R s il i AL 1 AR R Y A SRE 7 HrokEe
SRS T A FNRE A7 KRR, I BARESA R R
W7o RGN 15 5 F AR B A T TR R B . PR 15
JCHEFE T A Bl ZoR W 5 52 WG iy e & . Al R e i AL I8 i) X 5
HORTEALY S HAL G R Z 5 B — B [ A PR R “HEOCR” . Xl
FL A H AL H UL T P O Ak 2 R AL S P IR, T DUR 4
(Helmuth Berking) #ZAYIEAUL, S 5K Bl k4% 15 sh & 1AL S e i) i
g SZ —.0

® Helmtuh Berking. Sociology of Giving. London: Sage, 1999, pp. 75—80.
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(Z) “PAhp i F” il KBAEX

ZRAL SR BRI X T IR PR R, HALYIAT S SR B R
SURG “DIMRE” RPN R WAL U, ALY S i B B A
[F1] PN A2 0 IS PR ARAT BT B SR [T 4 . FRATT AT LIRS 26 A g Al T A
B RIS, 3hh . WEEALMIAT S OOR S U E R R, HEN
FLAT S B SE PRSI E . 158 BRI SO SR R B AR
P, fEX— Mg, ZET R RMFLD B SR Bk . ditt, fEibsc
EARF AWM. SCRMBATSER T AR, “HWER EEAETHZ
MOT A KRR, X2 5 0% R ALY S I (B BT

(D KHRAA, ALY 5 KR T HAL R, ByaR s & #7404
g A DRI H . LA o AL S e e S AR B R D AR S R . AT
HIRERFRRE . RRBARFLY) S P A5 B R R T LM, @
LR BB F2 A A BAT — 5 B O R AR Al T OC AR T HAAL Y sS4 b g 32
XOTAEREAT A KR Z AL B AR G &R . I, 2R AL AT = SOA
VR IR T om AL 52 X7 JRUA A5G ZR A6l I ELAC UFL A 3230 s B0 4 b 552 5
PR, (HAEALY A S N E - S 75 5 AR LR BB “ R T AR R
NP

(&) RATHM, TR R, (5 ik F i ALY e 7 — Bl iy T2
PG SC AR . AT, ALY S ORI AT e R R . AR
RAER RGN LR, NI T2 . XUy 3293 5 A X M 1Y)
HUEIR7/Br e S ol AR S eIl 2R G U B I TR S o o S VA § R A i L
MBS ERC L% T A7 Bl ML, R — Pt “frig”. AT
W7 SEPR el ALY SR A, BN PR —FALY B AT .
ENESRUWREEARRE KRB, M{UUE—Fttast . Wik,
CRFRTHI AL SR AL I B

f.Hig

ASCRALAT T2 Y IERR TS . i B AL A e R B, AT
T BITRABTTEIT AR ALY S S 5o il — il R R S BT B
T AL W2 152 2 SR RUT5 5 2 B SIS 38R . XA 7 SRS A28 —#E
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SFEVHE T 2 ALY S AR ALY AL A e AL 2
ROy MR AMNFRIE R ST R 15065 A B0 B X Rh 06 R A5 443 0
OB C I CIE

TEMEERD I 8 B TALYIART 5 SO B0 R P55 I U7 5 22 i 1] 44
SRESFL AT R REERPIE. ASCRE 2R ALY S AL
VI Z 1B PR 225 ALYIAT 5 3CA A B 1 SCR R 1k 3 BN 4 5 R 3
FLOAIRLRS 5 M5 B AN R SO T8 ) Pk B9 ALY 4455 SOAS AR AN [ T 5 A 4% 128
WA S B0 K AL H IR, HIE A R LTS R ERE. JFA
SEMAFI AR EINEE . XA ALY St i 1) 0 RHe s A Va 2~ e T, i
TEb R S0, o Ae o gt 2 A kb st 2. ALY AR AT 2 15t
W4 IR FB R R LTS 3R, ik, AL U B U
ARE . SRR S AL S SR B B PERH R R R A T AL,
MTIX AL A5 2 A4k 22 50 A ) 9 5C RAFTE 8 B35 AR Gk . il
XA I AR — M AR, ALY S e R AT 5 R H DAL
Bk, HEgefiTmid 7328, A gAY R 305 8 S AU AR U i 52 it
M2 5 Z AR 25 SO R 73 A 77 T A A b . DI T

EEEAN:

EXEAR, DU RS G A Be LA A . DUJIR A5 2% — (R 2 B R i 0
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