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Driving and Braking Forces in Modernisation: A Case Study
of Denmark’s Specific Modernisation Trajectory

Xiao Hongde

Abstract: There are two kinds of interpretation of the metalinguistic nature of
driving and braking forces in modernisation: metalingual totality,
through the syncretism of driving and braking forces; and the disruptive
metalanguage of divergent driving and braking forces. Denmark’s
capitalism is an imitation of modern British capitalism, and its driving
force comes from abroad, whereas national traditionalism exerts a

braking force. One interpretation of Denmark’s modernisation is that it
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began in rural areas as the result of the development of an agricultural
co-operative movement. FFolk high schools are the main cultural sign of
Denmark’s modernity, and promote the agricultural co-operative
movement. Young rural people have been cultivated and inspired at folk
high schools, and the resulting interpretive community confirms the
metalanguage of modernity. Accepted modernity and the ideas that
evolved from traditionalism, as well as Grundtvig’s way of thinking, are
metalinguistic sets of driving and braking forces in Denmark’s
modernisation.

Keywords: modernisation, driving and  braking forces, metalanguage,

traditionalism, Grundtvig’s way of thinking
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