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Abstract : Richard Rorty criticizes the traditional mirrorlike philosophy by presenting the

contingency of language, and then proposes an ironic liberal culture as the hope for the

future of the society. The ideal members in this culture are those called liberal ironists ,

who are eager to maximize their private creation and also can promote public solidarity

through the sense of “us”. Rorty believes that as long as we separate the private vocab-

ulary from the public vocabulary, the ironic liberal culture could be possible. Rorty’s i-

dea causes a lot of criticism which ignores Rorty’s original intention and purpose.

Rorty’s original intention is to emphasize that in an ideal society there should not exist

an absolute authority resource as a judge for better or worse. His purpose is to encour-

age people to pursue the earthly happiness instead of transcendental things.

Key words : Richard Rorty; contingency; ironist ; public sphere ; private sphere
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