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The Dimension of Symbolism Visual Communication of the
Traditional Rituals of Yugu Ethnic Group: Theoretical
Implications and Practical Approaches

ZHANG Hui-gang
(School of Journalism and Communication, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The advent of the picture-reading era has provided a new perspective of learning about the world
and spreading traditional rituals. As the traditional rituals of the Yugu Ethnic Group are rich in visual symbols
with their own cultural characteristics, the research of its cultural interpretation can, under the vision of two
axes of semiotics, explore how visual symbols ofthe rituals and their communication practices are linked
to various factors such as body practices, ritual performances and space-time reconstruction. A visual identity
system exclusive to ritual communication built with collected and sorted-outvisual symbols can not only help
communicators identify various cultural symbols to be transmitted, but also allow receivers to understand
them more accurately through query while watching. This new ritual-viewing way that conforms to the
characteristics of the times can help traditional Yugu ritual construct visual pictures of modern society while
serving the construction of thesense of community for the Chinese nation by virtue of visual communication
practices.

Keywords: the Yugu Ethnic Group; traditional Yugu rituals; visual communication; cultural symbols; cultur-

al interpretation
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