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Metaphor and Metonymy : Two Basic Models of Roman Jakobson's Cultural Semiotics
Jiang Fei

Abstract According to empirical studies of "Aphasia", Roman Jakobson confirms direct links
between the metaphor and similarity, metonymy and the proximity. Then he starts from the overall
stance of cultural anthropology, enhancing the traditional figures of speech, metaphor and metonymy to
the two basic models of the working mechanism of the human cultural symbols. He not only examines
the human culture of metaphor and metonymy but also applies the model to analyzing the grammatical
structure of many poetry text, especially prominent and emphasizes the position and function of the
structure of “metaphor” in poetry, the concept and specific reflect of "literariness" in the text. Jakobson's
metaphor and metonymy is a successful paradigm of cultural semiotics, which makes an important
influence on the study of British modern literature and social culture.
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