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The Four-Tropes Evolution of Media: A Semiotic
Rhetorical Analysis

Cao Dan Chen Huaming

Abstract: In our mediated society, it is helpful to understand the patterns of
development and future possibilities of the current media based on
their form and process of change from the perspective of their
historical development. Media are not only tools but also ideograms.
This paper analyses the different ideographic modes of the media in
the process of morphological change by applying the theory of

evolution of the four master tropes in semiotic rhetoric rather than the
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limited instrumentality of traditional media research. It identifies a
cognitive path for understanding the media’s modes and changing
process based on the concept of “media signification”. Media
development is seen as a result of technological progress and
interactions between the external world and human demands for
information and expression. After passing through the phases of
metaphor, metonymy, and synecdoche, human media have
developed to the stage of irony. The morphological trend of the
media beyond the phase of irony is also discussed.

Keywords: changing process of media, evolution of the four-tropes,

semiotic rhetoric
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