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Between Reality and Fiction: History, Identity and Self
——A Semiotic Analysis of Three Historical Novels by :

Xue Yiwel

Ma Wenmei

Abstract: Based on the symbolic self theory of semiotics as the analysis
tool, and “Riots in Guangzhou”, “Family History Masked by Fiction”, “The
Last Journey of Heaven” by Xue Yiwei as the object of study, this thesis
focuses on identity and self of an individual in the history. New researches
have found that there is a complex relationship between an individual’s self
and the identity in the history due to numerous reasons. Identity changes
tremendously when removed from its historical context, so self, made up of
the accumulation of various identities, produces powerful tension which
constitutes a kind of irony of history.

Key Words: history identity self
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