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Communication as an Axis, Back to Chaos: The Philosophy of Messenger

Communication of Michel Serres

Wu Jingwei,Yan Qingyi

TRk AW

Abstract: The philosophy of communication constructed by French media theorist Michel Serres
illustrates the core issues of Communication and Media Research, such as media mediation, noise and
chaos, thus breaking the boundaries of traditional communication and media research and becoming
an important source of German and French media theories. Taking the image of “messenger” in
Serres’s thoughts as the main axis, this paper depicts the “Messenger Research Project” created by
Serres to understand his philosophy of communication and outlines the “Philosophy of Relations”
established by Serres from the ontological and methodological dimensions of “Hermes”. Based on
this, Relating and comparing Serres’s thoughts on communication with those of other continental
media scholars such as Debray and Krédmer. Finally, this paper considers the significance of Serres’
messenger communication philosophy at a time when messengers are becoming more and more diverse
and the social media environment is more and more chaotic.
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